
IALA - A
BASICS

PORT 
LATERAL

STARBOARD
 LATERAL

SPECIAL
MARK

SAFE
WATER

TEMPORARY
WRECK

ISOLATED
DANGER

STAYS ON 
PORT SIDE

WHEN 
ENTERING
CHANNEL

STAYS ON 
STBD SIDE

WHEN 
ENTERING
CHANNEL

HAS 
SPECIAL

REASON AND 
INDICATES 

SOMETHING

INDICATES 
START OF

SAFE 
WATER 

USUALLY 
A

CHANNEL

INDICATES
A

TEMPORARY
WRECK

INDICATES
AN 

ISOLATED 
DANGER 

SUCH AS A ROCK

Any rhythm not
used for white

cardinal or
isolated danger

Isophase (Iso),
Occulting (Oc),

Long Flash
(LFl10s), or

Morse “Alpha” (·
—)

Group flashing 2
(Fl(2))

Blue + Yellow
alternating
flashes, 1s

each

Any rhythm
except

composite
group flashing

2+1

Any rhythm
except

composite
group flashing

2+1


